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Current open-source hardware 
definition requirements

● Distribute design files under an open 
license

● Don't require closed software
● Don't discriminate
● Don't limit use
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● A designer has lost the design files?
● A design never had files?
● A design is patented?

What if?
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Protected intellectual property

● Copyright
○ Protects a specific expression
○ Doesn't cover recipes, APIs, or netlists

● Trademark
○ Covers logos and names
○ Must be enforced or forfeited

● Patent
○ Protects process or machine

● Design patent
○ Covers ornamental design
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Proposed open-source 
hardware requirements

● Don't restrict use
● License design, including files, under 

an open license
● Perpetually release patent rights
● Don't restrict reverse engineering




